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APRIL 23™ BUILDINGS & GROUNDS 6:30 LOMOND HOTEL
SCHOOL COUNCIL 7.00 pm
MAY
MAY 1=t SWIMMING: Julie & Phill 123 LC
MAY 7t SCHOOL PHOTOS
MAY 20* OPEN DAY:
PREP INFORMATION NIGHT 7-8pm
MAY 215t HELPING YOUR CHILD WITH MATHEMATICS:
7.30-9.30pm CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY

TERM DATES: 2009:

Term 2 20" April - 26" June
Term 3 13* July - 18" September
Term 4 5% October - 18" December

SWIMMING: Phill & Julie’s Learning Communities: Next week.

FRIDAY MARKET ROSTER. TERM 2 2009

Term 2

Week 1 Friday 24™ April Tess

Week 2 Friday 1% May Kerrie
Week 3 Friday 8" May Phill

Week 4 Friday 15" May Sarah
Week 5 Friday 22" May Darren
Week 6 Friday 29" May Kane
Week 7 Friday 5™ June Lucy

Week 8 Friday 12" June Statewide Curriculum day
Week 9 Friday 19" June Julie

Week 10 Friday 26™ June Early Finish

From Robyn

Multi-age classrooms

Last year the teachers at BEPS made a unanimous decision, with my support, to create multi-
age classrooms. The structure supports our School Strategic Plan (SSP), a document that
guides us for the next four years. The SSP was created after much community and staff
consultation in 2008. Some of which was done before I became Principal at BEPS and some




after. One of the big drivers emerging from the consultation and subsequent SSP was a
strong need for our teachers to work and plan in teams and develop learning communities. At
the end of last year the structure of straight Prep, 1/2/3, 4/5/6 allowed for staff to build
teams and work closely together. Teachers were inspired by the opportunity and the trust
placed in them to work in a grade structure that was, although not new in educational circles,
new to BEPS. Having said that, in its early days BEPS was a rural training school and had
classes from prep to 6 in the same room.

The name multi-age suggests that children are always in large spreads of grade level, the
smallest being combinations of three. In fact, multi-age is a philosophy, a mind-set, a
particular way of teaching. It is child centred, ensuring that the needs of the individual are
met with carefully planned curriculum, a mix of open ended and skills based teaching ensure
that children at any point in the developmental continuum have their needs met. Individuals’
progress is tracked and monitored through careful, ongoing observation and collection of data
such as work samples, anecdotes and tests when necessary.

When you teach with a multi-age philosophy it doesn’t matter whether you have a straight
grade, composite (across two grades) or many grade levels in one class, your mode of
teaching will still be one acknowledging that children come to school with different
experiences and expertise.

In recent weeks I have been doing some research into student opinion this year and teachers
have been getting ongoing feedback about their teaching and the challenge level of work.
From this, I know that children are feeling positive and challenged on the whole. However, in
any school year, at all schools whether grades are straight or multi-age there will be children
and parents who are not entirely comfortable with their school experience. If this fits a
description of you or your child, you should talk to your child’s classroom teacher and try to
sort out any issues as they arise. Most problems arise out of miscommunication or not having
all the facts. It has been my experience that most problems can be worked out easily without
too much fuss.

Last year we held a parent information night about the multi-age structure for 2009 and at
that meeting we agreed communication at the school could be improved. Since then the staff
have regularly communicated with parents via emails and a ‘Learning Community’ newsletter
went out at the beginning of term one with another going out very soon. I have invited
questions regarding multi-age to be answered through the newsletter and again invite
families to send me any questions that need answering. If we have enough questions we will
organise a parent evening to answer them or if there are a few I will answer through the
newsletter. You know my door is always open and I love to hear from families. So pop in
when you’ve got a minute. I am always glad to see you.

Friday Market
Tess’s Learning Community is responsible for the Friday Market this week so come along and
support it if you can.

School Annual Report
The School’s Annual Report will be on our school website next week for you to access. It gives
a summary of our successes in 2008 and all system data collected in that year.

Hats

Hats don’t have to be worn this term and the latest research is telling us that we all need to
have greater exposure to vitamin D which comes from the sun. However, if it's a really sunny
day (and we do tend to have some at this time of year), and your child has fair skin, I would
still encourage the wearing of hats. I know I can get burnt in the middle of winter.



Term Two Enrolments Still Open
Uke4Kids

Ukulele lessons are well underway and lots of kids are having fun with their ukuleles - and
can already play and sing songs! Fees are kept to $65 per student per term, or $55 for
concession or multiple students in one family. The ukulele itself is only $25 to purchase,
which you can order through us, and there is a one off materials fee of $10. Classes are half
an hour and BEPS classes are Thursday mornings.

Classes will recommence Thursday 30™ April. Any students with changes to class times will
be contacted directly.

Term 2 enrolments for new students are now open for students from Preps to Grade
6. If you would like to enrol your child, please email us and we will send you a form, or you
can collect one from the school office.

e Enrolment forms including payment due ASAP.

e Enrolments must be posted directly to Uke4Kids, PO Box 336 Abbotsford
3067.
¢ Continuing students have been invoiced directly by email

Info & Enquiries to Dassana 0418 356574
www.uke4kids.com
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WELCOME BACK TO TERM 2

e Program Fees for Term 2: a reminder, that in line with our incremental fee increases
(August 2008), all program fees will increase from the beginning of term 2, 2009;
Aftercare; $12.00; Beforecare: $8.00; Curriculum Days: $35.00

e Term 2 Bookings; All OSHC Program bookings will carry over and charged for into
term 2 unless we are notified of changes in writing (in the Booking Changes Diary).

® OSHC Bookings; Aftercare & Before Care Bookings are filling up VEIY fast.
Beforecare has only 1-2 places available on each day, a space will only be available if
there is a cancellation. Aftercare also has only 2-6 places available on Tues, Wed,&
Thurs, So, ring the program or speak to Phyllis or Rena to check if a space is available
before writing in the Booking Diary. Unfortunately, we may not be able to offer you a
place - we may have to put you on a waiting list.

¢ Parent Representative for OSHC; Contact by e-mail; jayne.crowley@csl.com.au.

e NEW MEMBERS OF STAFF; we will have Imogene Evans (ex-student) doing her work
experience for the Duke of Edinburgh Awards with us on Wednesday afternoons for 3
mths. We also will have Jill Sutton (volunteer) joining us to read and do other activities
with the children on Tuesdays/Wednesdays/Thursdays. Please check the noticeboard for
their pictures and profiles.

o Children’s Services Draft Regulations 2009 for comment available ask Rena
Active

e After-School Communities Program: Term 2, 2009;

Tuesdays: Touch Rugby - To Be Confirmed; 4.15pm - 5.15pm; start - May 5th
Wednesdays: Multi-skills - Phyllis; 4.15pm - 5.15pm; start - May 6™
Thursdays: Skateboarding; start 18/02; 4.00pm - 5.00pm; start - May 7%



http://www.uke4kids.com/
mailto:jayne.crowley@csl.com.au

Quality Assurance Update
We now awaitourvalidat i on Vvi si t ....oooevvinn...

Weekly Program Dlan:

Day Date Activity & Fxperiences

Monday 271" April | ‘Newsspaper Hed' (Bdrd) & Pardachute
Games” (Phyllis)

Tuesday 28" Anril | ‘Painting Pet Rocks’ (Rena) & “AFl

Football’ (Rustin) & ‘Building re-cycled
Beall byildings’ (Child-directed;
Andredas Skiocbtis & David Capes)

Wednesday 29" April | ‘Crickel’’ (Guy) & ‘Fdace=-painbing’
(Child-directed; Aurelia Sdaraghi) &
‘Cooking club’ (Bard)

Thursday 30" April | ‘Socecer’ (Guy) & ‘Body Art’ (Bard) &
‘Environmentedl Painting’ ((Child-
directed:; Phoebe Porter & Ellie
Hickleand)

Friday 1"t May ‘WMini-Olywpics’ (Rustin) & ‘Dodgeball’
((Child-directed; Ben Arnett)

1/2/3Julie and 1/2/3Phill Term Two Swimming

As part of our Physical Education program, students from the above grades will undertake
eight swimming sessions with qualified instructors at the Northcote Aquatic Centre on Friday
mornings. Instructors work with our students in a ratio of one instructor to a maximum of
eight students to develop water awareness and learn safety, swimming and survival skills.
The cost will be $87.00 for these eight sessions. This includes pool admission, qualified
instruction and bus transportation.

Permission forms, which will soon be sent home, need to be signed and returned to school,
along with payment to allow your child to attend these swimming lessons. Term Two
swimming commences Friday, May 1st.

If you feel you can assist at the pool on Friday mornings please approach your child’s teacher.
Male adult assistance with changing at the pool would be particularly appreciated.

It is important to note that as the pool requires advanced notice for staffing no refunds are
paid by the pool in the final four weeks of the program.

I would be pleased to answer any queries regarding Term Two swimming. Darren

-7 Se
——— ——W~

BRUNSWICK DISTRICT CROSS COUNTRY

Selected students from 4/5/6 learning communities will complete next Wednesday, 29" April
at the Brunswick District Cross-Country Championship. We wish them all the best of luck.
Darren




Oz Ball

OZ BALL — AUSSIE HOOPS

An entry level program for kids aged 5-10 years.
An opportunity to acquire and develop new skills.
Oz Ball is a 9 week program, with a 55 minute session each week

WHEN: Saturday mornings
9:00 - 9:55 am
WHERE: Collingwood College

McCutcheon Way, Collingwood
Melway 2CG10

COST: $60 per participant, which includes:
Coaching plus a basketball & t-shirt

REGISTRATION: By registering on the day (from 8:45 am) prior to the commencement of
the program at 9:00 am

COMMENCES: 9:00 am on Saturday, April 25, 2009

For further information, contact Tim Fruscalzo on 0412 599 319.

FAMILY PORTRAIT FUNDR{\ISER
O |
The Picture frames and keyrings have arrived and are now available at the office for the

families who participated in the family portrait fundraiser. Thanks again for supporting this
special fundraiser. Marie Christakis.
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Arnold Street PRINCES HILL SECONDARY COLLEGE

Princes Hill 3054

invites you to
AN INFORMATION EVENING

ON THURSDAY 7™ MAY 2009

4.00 pm Information Session and Tour
or
7.00pm Information Session and Tour

TOURS MONDAY AND THURSDAY MORNINGS AT 8.45am UNTIL 7" MAY
Please phone to book for a tour
9389 0600

Princes Hill Secondary College values excellence, celebrates difference and seeks to make education a positive
experience for everyone JOHN STONE, PRINCIPAL



DAN DONNELLY TENNIS COACHING PROGRAMS
Royal Park T.C. {cnr Park St & The Avenue, Parkville/Brunswick)

BOOKINGS FOR 2ND TERM TENNIS
COACHING NOW BEING TAKEN!!!

1. JUNIORS 8 - 15 YRS OF AGE

Classes are available Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs, after school. Over 200 juniors
from the local area have graduated through coaching to play social and
competitive tennis. Racquets are supplied for beginners and a flexible time
table is offered for lessons.

2, PEE WEE TENNIS 5 - 7 YRS OF AGE

Available on Saturday mornings - Call early to book your childs place.

3. ADULT GROUP COACHING
Available on Monday & Tuesday evenings or private lessons by
appointment. - @

4. SCHOOL HOLIDAY TENNIS CLINICS
Parents, tennis clinics are held in the 1st week of i E
each school holidays.

2nd term holiday clinic - Monday 29th June - Thursday 2nd July

All bookings for 2nd term tennis coaching or
the 2nd term holiday clinic, call Dan on 9347 3604.






